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Minutes

24 April 2008
1
Meeting opened at 7:34pm 
2/ ATTENDEES
APOLOGIES
59 people in attendance
MLA D Guise, Cr Newton, Cr Gray, Cr Monks,

as per Register
W Ellis, R Bonesaro, M Clarke, N Maisey
3
Accept minutes for 31 March 2008
Proposed P Hewer
2nd M Szep

8. Hoon Activity brought forward for discussion.

Resident Mr Dave Wyer, Cheriton Ave, described the circumstances of the accident which resulted with a 19 year old driving a car into his house.  Through discussing the matter with other residents Mr Wyer has become aware that the problem is bigger than the one street.

Suggestion: UK insurance companies will not insure young drivers with high powered cars.

Suggestion: Gosnells has a Dob in a Hoon program already set up and City of Wanneroo should do the same.

MP Luke Simpkins has asked Parliament to provide research on the most effective way to reduce this “Hoon” type of behaviour and will provide us with information from that report once completed.

Cr Cvitan said that he would raise a motional notice to monitor traffice in the area.  The CoW Rangers responsibilities in relation to Hoons has been drawn back in light of Rangers being assaulted in Butler when they attempted to aprehend Hoons.  The CoW has been proactive supporting changes to legislation and considering traffic calming options.

Suggestion: Draw up the peition and lodge it with CoW Council.

Residents concerned that traffic calming will not resolve this issue on its own.  An example of a 2 hour response time was given.  Residents concerned that Police are underresourced in the area, however, there needs to be something done to stop this Hoon behaviour in our area.

Suggestion:  Everyone in the room and every resident has a role to play by reporting the incidents.

Officer Gary Lewin admitted that officer numbers were low in the area and response times are not the best especially with the growth in the area compared with no change to the number of officers in the area.  21 officers with 7 of these dedicated to crashes.  There will be a restructure occuring in the District soon after a review.  There are 300 recruits in training currently at the academy and they are doing the best with the resources currently available.  The North District will then be at full strength. 

Officer Lewin provided an example of Mindarie residents that have been proactive with the Graffitti Team and Hoon Buster team that were provided with funding to video cameras to collect evidence resulting in better control over these issues.

For a conviction to occur with these issues prosecutors need to present the best case they can with evidence of who was driving and how they were driving.  Many of these cases are thrown out of court through lack of conclusive evidence or witnesses decide not to present their evidence in court.

Suggestion: Motorbikes have an age limit on the size of motorbike, there should be an age limit of 25 years before able to drive high powered cars.

Officer Lewin corrected that motobike laws say that young people can only ride a moped under 16 years and anyone riding a motorbike is limited to 250cc for the first year.  Police have raised this issue for the past 10 years.  Another correction is that a “Hoon’s” choice of car is the smaller Asian make of car.

Resident questioned what the response time would be once the North District is at full strength?

Officer Lewin said that at full strength the response times will not improve greatly.

Officer Matt Ray said that officer numbers would have to tripple to have an impact on this issue.  The number of officers available for this type of issue is dependant upon the time of day, day of the week, and the usual times when these issues occur impact on response times.

Officer Lewin said that the number of officers allocated in the area is based on statistics that look at the population numbers, crime rates, severity of crime etc to identify the percentage of officers required for this district compared to other areas.  The last time staff was increased in the area was in 2002.  The stats have been recently re-run and North District is awaiting the results.  The main factor affecting officer numbers available for proactive patrol v’s emergencies is dependant upon the timing.  Due to the demographics of Police Officers changing many situations require backup officers.

N Hewer stated that Graffitti problems in the area were resolved through residents monitoring and reporting the problems.

Officer Ray said that the low crime rate in the area was a disadvantage to deploying officers.  The industrial areas such as Wangarra have extremely high crime rates having priority over Carramar and Tapping.  Officer Ray is duty bound to send officers to emergency situations.

Suggestion: Hoons cars should be taken and crushed as in the UK.

MP Simpkins said that new laws will see cars seized for 30 days and this will start timpact directly on the individuals when they are paying for cars they don’t have access to.  MP Simpkins favours insurance increases.

Residents stated a concern with this type of seizing cars uses the taxpayers money.

MP Simpkins corrected that the new laws take the costs for impounding the cars from the individual so there is now an out of pocket expense for the offenders.

Residents are concerned that many of the Hoon cars have illegal exhausts.  The problem is they work in the mines and come back with money to spend.

Officers described the situation where the cars are being caught and having to go over the pits.  The problem with these kids having too much money is they remove all the illegal parts, take the car over the pits, and then put all the illegal parts back on the cars.

Suggestion: 3 strikes and your out.

Residents are concerned that it will be babies that are killed before something happens.  There has been 2 young people killed already in Pedric Road that caused the last power cut.

Suggestion: Cars should be impounded for 24 hours on the first offence and increased with each reoccurence.

Suggestion: Speed humps installed down the length of streets.  

Suggestion: Make parents responsible.

Concern that parents of the kids that are driving these cars either don’t care or have no control over the kids.

N Hewer said that we need to realise that these kids live among us and people live next door to these families and know who they are.  In the past you could approach the parents and let them know what the kids were doing and this kind of pressure worked.  Unfortunately the parents are not as involved in their childrens lives.

Residents are concerned that parents have no control over their childrens actions anymore.

Cr Cvitan stated the CoW have provided roads attempting to make them safe, policing problems are a concern, there is a need to change the laws so that fines and penalties will stop repeat offences.

Suggestion: Cr Cvitan will take the matter to Council to have a traffic study done.

Suggestion: Copies of the petition should be sent to the Prime Minister.

Residents asked when people actually make a report and want to make a statement what happens?  The question was raised as there was an individual present that had made a report and had not heard back from the police.

Officer Lewin said that he would follow up the matter and provide feedback to the individual.

There was a program called the Safer Citizens Program which was funded by the community and it fell apart due to costs and lack of interested residents and now the funding has been cancelled.

A resident employed by a surveilance company has offered free quotes to CoW stating the company has experience with this type of surveilance.  The surveilance can be operated remotely with a minimal amount of equipment.

Officers stated that there is Federal funding avaiable for this kind of surveilance equipment.

Suggestion: There should be stages of licence which include attending safety talks including being confronted by people injured in car accidents.

Officer Lewin discussed where his experience in regional WA where the main street was turned into a drag strip and this used to happen in Wanneroo.  This is now not possible due to the insurances involved.

Suggestion: A controlled driving environment should be set up for young drivers to learn driving skills.

Suggestion: Multinovas placed in trouble streets.

Officer Lewin advised that multinovas cannot be calibrated nor record accurately in the 50km zones.

Officer expressed concern that residents should not act outside the law with this matter.

Residents asked what happens to a persons licence when they are caught?

Officer Lewin said they may be convicted with a driving offence and the relevant suspension of licence issued.  With the case that led to this meeting the driver still has drivers licence.

Officer Ray stated that the confrontation strategy was researched and they found that it only impacted on Hoons when it was their friend or family member involved.

N Hewer stated that reconvening the Neighbourhood Watch may be a way of residents playing an active role in assisting with controlling Hoons.

Residents are concerned that the noises made by Hoons has the ability to affect sleep and health of residents. 

Suggestion: Vehicles should be inspected every year and defect notices issued.  Multiple occurances should result in inability to register a vehicle or insure a vehicle.

Suggestion: Civilians assist Police with paperwork and administration so that Officers can be out there patrolling.

Suggestion: Boom gates installed to close off the estate after certain times. 

Suggestion: Selected members of the public be issued with cameras and patrol in their cars taking photos of incidents and report back to police.

Officer Ray said that residents should keep reporting incidents and disregaurd response times as all incidents are recorded in the Incident Management System which collates all information related to the incidents and can build statistics on things like times, days, car types or particular offenders etc.  The more information that is provided helps build the picture of what is really going on so every incident should be reported.

Officer Ray stated that over the next couple of weeks there would be an additonal 3-4 Officers available where he could saturate the Carramar and Tapping estates with Officers.

Officer Ray also stated that CoW had the highest rate of Hoon seizures with 28 this month and 5 in the last week.  The current laws result in cars impounded for 7 days.

Suggestion: A phone tree set up to alert residents down the road that the Hoon is coming in attempt to gather evidence and show paterns of particular offenders.

Officer Ray said that this is good, however, people need to be willing to stand up in court.  Despite not wanting to go to court, residents are encouraged to report every incident.

Officer Lewin said that “community policing” and a strong Resident Association presence enforces parents to take responsibility and resolve.

Suggestion: Residents fund paid security patrols.

Officer Lewin identified the recent 8 week operation at Hillaries due to the high number of armed roberies has been successful with the number of incidents dropping during this period.  However to do this is still a matter of prioritising emergency situations.

Suggestion: North District borrow officers from other areas.

N Hewer mentioned that parents driving around the schools are a big concern and children will be run over.

Residents are concerned with the increase in the number of Police Officers assualted.

MP Simpkins said that Police assaults need to be upgraded to an appropriate level of punishment as it is not currently fitting with community expectations.

Suggestion: When an incident occurs record any contact details, what occurred, where, date, time, and any details about the car especially the registration number.  Report it to Police on 131 444.

Residents asked if they can make the photos or name and shame public information.  

Office Lewin stated that information can only be made public after a conviction and only if the offender is an adult.

Suggestion: Residents agreed that the petition should be taken door to door and left in the local shops.

Officer Ray said he would do everything possible with staffing and to get the Neighbourhood Watch up and running.  He also encouraged reporting and commended the community for coming together on this issue.

**
Treasurers Report on website

4
Joondalup Dr Shops – the slab is down with a completion date of November with an opening in December.

5
The Tavern is still waiting on liquour licence.

6
Meridian Park – will be another Canning Vale.  Meridian Park will extend beyond and encompass the raceway.  There is a current issue with the ly of the land and needing to move Flynn Drive.  Power Gen have been approved to build a 350 Million Dollar power generator.

7
East Wanneroo Cell 1&2 – Drovers Place has been approved and is avaiable for public comment.  Comments should be directed to CoW.  The remainder of Cell 1 & 2 have been held over again.

9
Correspondence – Residents received information flyers from Luke Simpkins MP and MLA Dianne Guise.

7  Other Business

The telephone tower at Tapping is on the agenda and the residents expressed their concern that the location does not meet the standards.  Cr Miles was instructed to put the residents forward at the briefing session the following night.

Carramar Cougars had their first home game on Sunday and are on a 3 week winning streak.  Residents are encouraged to attend and support the club through purchasing something from the canteen.

Focus Self Defence Academy are holding a 2 hour Womens Self Defence Course on Saturday 24th May 2008.

9 Meeting closed  9:40pm
Next meeting: Monday 26 May 2008[image: image6.jpg]
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